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Training  For  Improved 
Fire  Fighter  Performance 

Satellite  Teleconference 
November  6    6pm  -  8pm 

Volunteer  Firemen's  Insurance  Services  and  the  University  of  Missouri,  Fire  and  Rescue 
Training  Institute  will  present  a  national  satellite  Teleconference  on  "Training  for  Improved 
Fire  Fighter  Performance. "  It  is  scheduled  for  November  6  from  6pm  to  8pm  MST  on  either 
C-Band  Satellite  -  Galaxy  2,  Channel  16;  or  KU-Band  Satellite  -  SBS  5  Transponder  13. 

This  Teleconference  provides  an  exceptional  educational  opportunity  for  fire  fighters, 
company  officers,  training  officers,  department  chiefs  and  administrators  nationwide. 

The  two-hour  Teleconference  features  a  panel  of  individuals  who  have  adopted  and 
implemented  "Training  in  Context"  programs  in  career,  combination  and  volunteer  fire 
departments.  A  major  feature  of  this  video  broadcast  is  the  opportunity  for  direct  discussion 
between  viewers  and  speakers  using  a  toll  free  telephone  number. 
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CODE  QUESTIONS 

A.L.  Varone 

From  time  to  time  we  receive  general 
questions  that  do  not  pertain  to  codes. 
Following  are  some  questions  that  may  be  of 
interest  to  all  of  you;  maybe  you  have 
wondered  about  too. 

Q  -  What  does  MFIRS  stand  for? 


MONTANA  FIRE  INCIDENT 
REPORTING  SYSTEM 

RECEIVES  AWARD 

Anita  L.  Varone 

For  the  second  consecutive  year  Montana 
received  special  recognition  for  submitting 
timely  data  to  the  federal  reporting  program. 
Montana  not  only  was  able  to  meet  the 
quarterly  deadlines,  the  quality  of  the 
information  continues  to  improve. 
Acknowledgment  of  our  success  was  made  at 
the  National  Fire  Information  Council 
Conference  and  Business  Meeting,  held  in 
September,  in  San  Jose',  California. 

The  credit  belongs  to  all  of  you  for  your 
continued  diligence  and  dedication  to 
recognizing  and  responding  to  Montana's  fire 
issues.  Only  through  your  participation  can  we 
interpret  accurately  the  fire  problems  we  face 
and,  ultimately,  address  possible  solutions. 

The  Bureau  would  like  to  thank  all  of  you 
that  spend  countless  hours  on  completing  the 
forms.  We  know  how  perplexing  they  can  be, 
and  often  are.  We  know  that  many  of  you 
complete  this  task  without  compensation;  that 
your  commitment  as  firefighters  is  the  essence 
that  drives  you.  We  also  know  those  of  you 
that  are  career  firefighters  possess  this  same 
commitment;  we  receive  literally  hundreds  of 
phone  calls  from  you  asking  questions,  you 
not  only  want  to  participate,  you  want  to  make 
sure  the  information  you  submit  is  correct. 

THANKS  TO  ALL  OF  YOU.  BECAUSE  OF  YOU, 
THIS  PROGRAM  IS  SUCCESSFUL. 


A    -    It    stands    for    Montana    Incident    Fire 
Reporting  System. 


Q  -  What  if  we  don't  have  any  fires  during 
the  month? 

A  -  The  Bureau  provides  postage  paid  return 
post  cards  that  you  send  to  us  to  let  us 
know  there  were  no  fires.  All  you  have 
to  do  is  fill  in  your  FDID  (identification) 
number,  the  month  and  drop  it  in  the 
mail.  We  call  them  zero  cards  because 
there  is  a  large  0  printed  in  the  area 
where  number  of  fires  is  indicated. 


Q  -  Do  the  reports  have  to  be  typed  or  can 
they  be  hand  written? 

A  -  It  can  be  either  way.    Just  be  sure  that  if 
hand  written,  it  is  legible. 


Does  our  fire  department  have  to  report 
both  fires  and  non-fires? 

The  statutes  mandate  "all  fires  occurring 
in  the  state,  the  origin  of  the  fires,  and 
all  facts,  statistics,  and  circumstances 
relating  to  the  fires".  Some  fire 
departments  like  to  submit  an  incident 
every  time  a  unit  leaves  the  station.  It 
assists  them  when  they  need  to 
present  documentation  to  justify 
special  needs,  whether  it  be 
addition/new/replacement  equipment. 
Although   we  are   very  short  staffed 


here,  we  enter  every  incident  we 
receive,  hoping  it  may  one  day  be  of 
use  to  you. 


FIRE  PREVENTION  GRANT 


A.L.  Varone 


Q  -  When  are  fire  reports  due? 

A  -  There  are  a  couple  of  rules  here  that  need 
to  be  addressed.  First,  if  it  looks  like 
the  fire  is  suspicious,  if  a  criminal 
investigation  is  necessary,  or  there  is  a 
loss  of  life,  the  bureau  and  the 
appropriate  law  enforcement  agency  (if 
an  investigation  will  be  conducted), 
needs  to  be  notified  within  24  hours. 
A  written  report  is  then  required  to  be 
filed  with  the  bureau  within  10  days. 
Second,  all  other  incident  reports  are 
due  monthly,  by  the  15th.  In  other 
words,  October  incidents  are  due  by 
November  1 5th. 


Q  -  Does  our  fire  department  have  to  pay  for 
the  fire  incident  forms? 

A  -  No,  the  bureau  supplies  the  forms,  the 
zero  cards  and  postage  paid  return 
envelopes  to  be  used  to  submit  the 
information. 


Q  -  If  we  respond  to  an  injury  or  death,  do  we 
have  to  fill  out  forms  for  these  too? 

A  -  Yes,  but  only  if  is  in  response  to  a  fire. 
There  are  two  forms  that  may  apply. 
One  is  used  to  report  firefighter 
injury  /death.  It  is  called  Firefighter 
Casualty  Form.  The  other  one  is  for 
reporting  civilian  injury/death  and  is 
called  Civilian  Casualty  Form. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  a  death  is 
considered  a  fire  death  ONLY  if  the 
victim  expired  as  a  result  of  the  fire  and 
not  because  of  an  accident.  For 
example,  if  you  respond  to  a  vehicle 
accident  and  a  fire  developed,  find  out 
if  the  person  died  as  a  result  of  the  fire 
and  not  because  of  the  injuries  he 
received  in  the  accident. 


The  National  Community  Volunteer  Fire 
Prevention  Program  is  in  its  second  and  final 
year.  One  new  program,  in  Lewistown,  and  a 
continuing  program  on  the  Fort  Belknap 
Reservation  is  currently  under  way. 

The  Lewistown  community  volunteers  and 
the  Lewistown  Fire  Department  decided  that  a 
smoke  alarm  placement  program  would  best  fit 
the  needs  of  their  area.  The  target  audiences 
are  qualified  low  income  individuals,  not  limited 
to,  but  including  the  elderly,  the  handicapped 
and  pre-school  and  elementary  school  families. 

Lack  of  smoke  alarms  in  these  kinds  of 
residences  has  caused  several  fires  that 
resulted  in  considerable  property  loss  over  the 
last  few  years;  an  early  detection  system  may 
have  prevented  most  of  these  losses.  The 
Lewistown  volunteer  program  representatives 
also  recognize  that  the  alarms  will  save  lives 
and  will  make  the  job  of  the  firefighters  safer. 

The  program  features  distribution  of  smoke 
alarms,  installation,  concise  operation 
instructions  and  a  home  safety  inspection. 

The  Lewistown  Fire  Department  and  the 
volunteer  fire  prevention  committee  is  actively 
engaged  with  installations  and  inspections. 
Fire  Chief  Terry  Phillips  has  received 
tremendous  local  support;  Fire  Prevention  Week 
was  the  official  program  beginning,  but  has 
received  several  requests  prior  to  that  time. 

The  Fort  Belknap  Agency  distributed  bi- 
lingual coloring  books,  three  separate  books  for 
three  age  levels,  during  Fire  Prevention  Week, 
to  the  students.  According  to  Loren  Stiffarm, 
Chairman  of  the  prevention  committee,  the 
reception  has  been  overwhelming.  In  act,  the 
upper  grades  want  copies,  parents  have  been 
calling  for  additional  copies  to  send  to  relatives 
and  other  reservations  (both  in  and  out  of 
state)  have  heard  about  the  books  and 
requested  copies. 

The    artists    have    begun    writing    plays, 
constructing  puppets  and  building  the  stage  for 
seven  puppet  shows.    Not  only  will  the  plays 
be  presented  to  the  schools,  they  will  also  be 
used  in  local  events  such  as  fairs,  rodeos,  etc. 

Both  committees  are  dedicated  to  fighting 
fires  through  prevention.  We  will  keep  you 
updated  as  each  progresses. 


VOLUNTEER  -  RURAL 
FIRE  SERVICE  FIREFIGHTERS 

Rich  Levandowski 

In  the  July  1991  issue  of  "The  Speaker", 
Congressional  Fire  Services  Institutes  monthly 
publication  on  Congress  and  Federal  Affairs,  it 
was  noticed  there  are  two  bills  making  their 
way  through  congress  which  may  be  of  benefit 
to  volunteer  firefighters.    They  are: 

HR  1232  -  A  bill  to  amend  the  Internal  Revenue 
Code  of  1986  to  provide  a  $100  income  tax 
credit  to  individuals  who  serve  as  volunteer 
firefighters.  This  bill  was  introduced  on  March 
5,  1991  by  Rep.  Thomas  Downey,  D-NY. 

HR  727  -  A  bill  to  amend  the  Internal  Revenue 
Code  of  1 986  to  provide  a  $600  income  tax 
credit  to  individuals  who  serve  as  volunteer 
firefighters.  This  bill  was  introduced  on 
January  30,  1991  by  Rep.  Joseph  Gaydos,  D- 
PA. 

Both  bills  have  been  referred  to  the  House 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means.  Comments 
should  be  directed  to  our  state  representatives 
and  the  sponsors  of  the  bill. 


has  the  skills  which  are  needed  in  this  job.  I  am 
particularly  impressed  with  his  management 
and  organizational  ability  as  well  as  his 
knowledge  of  the  challenges  facing  the  career 
and  volunteer  fire  service." 


KIRCHNER  NAMED 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF 

NATIONAL  FIRE  ACADEMY 

WASHINGTON  -  Wallace  Stickney,  Director 
of  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
(FEMA),  announced  today  that  Albert  G. 
Kirchner,  Jr.  has  been  selected  as  the  new 
superintendent  of  the  National  Fire  Academy. 

Stickney  said  that  the  new  superintendent 
brings  outstanding  qualifications  and  skills  that 
uniquely  equip  him  for  the  job.  "Kirchner,"  he 
said,  "as  administrator  of  the  Marine  Corps  Fire 
Service  since  1 982,  has  demonstrated  that  he 


pleased     that    after 

search,      Director 

Administration    Olin 


Representative  Curt  Wilton,  Chairman  of  the 

Congressional      Fire      Service      Caucus, 

commented,     "     I     am 

exhaustive     nationwide 

Stickney    and    U.S.    Fire 

Greene  have  filled  this 

void    in    the    fire    service    community.     I'm 

confident   that   Al    Kircher   will   bring   to  the 

National  Fire  Academy  the  same  hard  work  and 

dedication  as  he  did  to  the  Marine  Corps  Fire 

Service." 

The  National  Fire  Academy,  located  at 
FEMA's  National  Emergency  Training  Center  in 
Emmitsburg,  Maryland,  offers  training  and 
educational  opportunities  to  the  fire  service 
community.  FEMA  is  the  federal  coordinating 
agency  for  all  natural  and  man  -  made  disasters 
and  emergencies,  including  fires.  Kirchner  will 
report  to  Olin  Greene. 

While  administrator  with  the  Marine  Corps 
Fire  Service,  Kirchner  was  responsible  for  the 
management  of  fire  protection  programs  for  22 
Marine  Corps  bases  which  included  67 
firefighting  companies  staffed  by  900  people. 
He  was  instrumental  in  the  installation  of 
residential  sprinklers  in  all  new  military  housing 
on  those  bases. 

Kirchener's  background  includes  work  as  a 
firefighter  in  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland, 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Nassau  County,  New 
York  and  the  University  of  Notre  Dame. 

A  1 972  graduate  of  the  University  of  Notre 
Dame  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  Aerospace 
Engineering,  Kirchner  has  also  studied  toward 
a  master's  degree  in  Public  Administration  from 
American  University  in  Washington,  DC.  In 
addition,  he  studied  Fire  Science  and 
Administration  at  the  University  of  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

A  native  of  Bethpage,  New  York,  Kirchner 
currently  lives  in  Bowie,  Maryland  with  his 
wife,  Lisa. 

(Newt  from  The  Congressional  Fire  Servicet  Institute  06/1 3/91 ) 


Nation 's  Fire  Departments 
Need  Improvements 
in  Safety  Procedures 


Washington,  D.C.  -  -  The  National 
Transportation  Safety  Board  (NTSB)  has 
recommended  several  actions  the  nation's  fire 
departments  should  take  to  improve  the  safety 
of  getting  to  and  from  emergencies.  They 
include  the  enhancement  of  vehicle 
maintenance  programs,  the  establishment  of 
periodic  inspection  programs,  mandatory  and 
enforced  use  of  occupant  restraints,  and 
procedural  changes  in  the  use  of  some 
mechanical  equipment. 

The  recommendations  are  contained  in  the 
Board's  "Special  Investigation  Report  on 
Emergency  Fire  Apparatus,"  based  on  its 
investigations  of  eight  traffic  accidents 
involving  fire  department  vehicles  in  1 989  and 
1990. 

Data  from  the  National  Fire  Protection 
Association  indicate  that  during  the  1 980s, 
1 79  firefighter  deaths  (15  percent)  occurred  as 
a  result  of  accidents  involving  fire  equipment 
enroute  to  alarms. 

Among  the  problems  noted  during  the 
Board's  investigations  was  the  lack  of 
maintenance  and  inspection  programs  of  these 
vehicles.  For  example,  in  October  1990,  a 
Spillway  Volunteer  Fire  Department  (SVFD) 
truck  (Tarrant  County,  Texas)  containing  a 
firefighter  and  the  two-year-old  child  she  was 
baby  sitting  when  she  got  the  call  went  off  the 
side  of  the  road,  crashed  and  exploded.  Both 
occupants  were  killed. 

The  SVFD  did  not  have  formal  maintenance 
program  or  record  system,  and  the  post-crash 
examination  of  the  fire  truck  disclosed 
numerous  safety  deficiencies. 

Following  a  fire  truck  accident  in  Waterbury 
Connecticut  in  May  1990,  which  killed  two 
firefighters,  the  Board  found  brakes  in  such 
poor  condition  that  the  truck  had  58  percent  of 
its  original  braking  capability. 

The  Safety  Board  said,  "Because  fire 
apparatus  are  frequently  operated  at  higher 
speeds  than  conventional  vehicles,  with  more 
frequent  need  to  stop  quickly,  and  are  operated 
under  hazardous  conditions,  it  is  essential  that 
they  be  properly  maintained." 


Following  the  Waterbury  accident,  officials 
in  the  state  of  Connecticut  conducted  a 
voluntary  inspection  program  for  fire  service 
vehicles  (  Connecticut  is  one  of  31  states  that 
do  not  require  fire  trucks  to  be  inspected.)  Of 
the  559  fire  apparatus  from  64  cities  and 
towns  that  were  inspected,  35  percent  would 
have  been  placed  out  of  service  had  they  been 
commercial  vehicles.  The  Board  recommended 
that  States  require  the  inspection  of  fire 
apparatus  ant  that  these  inspections  be 
performed  by  commercial  vehicle  inspectors  in 
accordance  with  federal  commercial  vehicle 
standards. 

The  National  Fire  Protection  Association 
recommends  that  all  persons  riding  in  fire 
apparatus  be  seated  and  restrained,  but  there 
are  no  state  or  federal  requirements  that  apply 
to  emergency  vehicle  occupant  restraints.  The 
accidents  included  in  this  study  graphically 
illustrated  the  benefits  of  occupant  restraints. 
While  unrestrained  occupants  were  frequently 
ejected  from  the  vehicles  and  seriously  injured 
or  killed,  restrained  occupants  often  escaped 
unhurt  even  though  their  vehicle  overturned  or 
otherwise  suffered  substantial  damage.  The 
Board  recommended  that  the  firefighting 
associations  educate  their  members  on  the 
benefits  of  seat  belt  use. 

The  Board  addressed  problems  discovered 
with  engine  retarders  and  brake  limiting  valves 
used  on  fire  apparatus.  The  engine  retarders, 
which  help  slow  a  vehicle  using  the  power  of 
the  engine  rather  than  the  brakes,  were  found 
to  be  routinely  used  all  the  time  by  some  fire 
companies,  even  though  manufacturers  caution 
against  their  use  on  wet  or  slippery  roads.  The 
Board  urged  fire  associations  to  inform 
firefighters  of  the  dangers  of  misuse  of 
retarders. 

Limiting  valves  purposefully  reduce  the 
braking  capabilities  of  front  axles,  ostensibly  to 
reduce  the  chance  of  skidding  of  the  front 
(steering)  wheels.  In  actuality,  the  Board  found, 
manual  limiting  valves  only  result  in  reducing 
the  stopping  power  of  the  vehicle  while  not 
reducing  the  likelihood  of  skidding.  For 
example,  in  the  Waterbury  accident,  the 
limiting  valves  reduced  the  already  poor  braking 
to  36  percent  of  total  braking  capacity.  The 
NTSB  believes  that  manual  valves  should  not 
be  used  under  any  circumstances. 

Besides  the  two  accidents  mentioned 
above,    the    Board's    report    was    based    on 


accidents  in  Catlett,  Virginia;  Eugene,  Oregon; 
Los  Angeles,  California;  Gallitzin  Township, 
Pennsylvania;  and  Dallas,  Texas. 

The  Safety  Board's  complete  report  may  be 
purchased  from  the  National  Technical 
Information  Service,  5285  Port  Royal  Road, 
Springfield,  VA  22161.  The  number  is  (703) 
487-4650.  The  report  should  be  identified  as 
PB-91-917001. 

(National  Transportation  Safety  Board  03/19/91   SB  91  -09/54531 


later,  they  found  the  structure  heavily  involved 
in  flames  and  discovered  Grandi  lying  in  the 
living  room,  unconscious.  She  had  burns  on  her 
upper  body  and  suffered  burns  to  the 
esophagus  and  severe  smoke  inhalation.  She 
was  taken  to  the  hospital  where  she  died  on 
March  28,  1990,  15  days  after  the  fire.  The 
damage  to  the  structure  and  contents  was 
approximately  $70,000. 

In  one  fire,  the  damage  was  §4,300  and 
the  elderly  woman  was  not  even  injured, 
whereas  in  the  other  fire,  the  damage  was 
$70,000  and  the  elderly  lady  died.  And 
residential  fire  sprinklers  cost  too  much  ?   I 

don't  think  SO.  (Fir»  Spnnkler  Advisor.  March/April  1991; 
OLS  Newsletter  September  19911 


RESIDENTIAL  SPRINKLERS 
COST  TOO  MUCH 


Tom  Johnson,  Fire  Marshal 
City  of  Napa  California  Fire  Department 

On  New  Year's  Day  of  1990,  at  9:31  a.m., 
Mrs.  Mary  Erlewine,  Age  80, noticed  heavy 
smoke  coming  from  a  closet  in  her  bedroom. 
When  she  opened  the  closet  door  to  investigate 
,  flames  blew  out  over  her  head  toward  the 
vaulted  ceiling.  The  first  thing  that  the  flames 
hit  was  a  Central  R-1  quick-response  fire 
sprinkler  head.  The  head  activated  and 
showered  Erlewine  and  the  closet  with  water, 
instantly  containing  the  fire.  Erlewine  then  ran 
to  the  phone  and  called  the  fire  department. 
The  firs  unit,  arriving  some  seven  minutes  later, 
found  the  fire  contained  in  the  closet  and  they 
quickly  extinguished  the  remainder.  They 
performed  a  medical  evaluation  of  Erlewine  and 
found  no  problems.  After  overhaul  and  salvage 
clean-up,  the  bedroom  door  was  shut  and 
Erlewine  moved  back  into  her  house,  where  she 
slept  in  an  adjoining  bedroom  that  night.  The 
damage  to  the  structure  and  contents  was 
approximately  $4,300. 

Let  us  compare  that  with  following:  Three 
months  later,  on  March  13,  1990,  at  1:18 
p.m.,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Grandi,  age  80,  called 
dispatch  screaming  that  her  kitchen  was  on 
fire.  The  dispatcher  told  her  to  get  out 
immediately.  Unfortunately,  it  was  too  late. 
The  fire  had  flashed  over  and  caught  Grandi  in 
its  path.  They  could  hear  her  coughing  in  the 
background  When  fire  units  arrived  minutes 


BATTLE  OVER  HALON 


Halon,  a  gas  used  for  fire  suppression  and 
explosive  prevention,   has  become  a  burning 


subject  in  Washington, 


Widely  known  for 


its  fire  suppression  capabilities,  the  gas  is  also 
thought  to  harm  the  ozone  layer.  Due  to  this 
distinction  there  have  been  several  efforts  to 
curtail  its  use,  namely,  the  Clean  Air  Act  and 
an  increase  in  federal  excise  tax. 

Amended  in  1990,  the  Clean  Air  Act 
provides  for  the  phase-out  of  halons  by  the 
year  2000.  Knowing  this,  the  halon  industry 
has  launched  an  aggressive  campaign  to  find 
an  alternative  to  halon,  although,  as  of  now, 
the  industry  has  not  produced  a  safe  and 
acceptable  alternative.  Therefore,  the 
importance  of  halon  to  the  fire  service  has  not 
diminished. 

Currently,  halons  are  subject  to  a  25  cent 
per  pound  excise  tax,  however,  this  tax  is 
scheduled  to  increase  to  $25  per  pound  in 
1994-a  1,000%  increase.  The  tax  will  make 
halon  prohibitively  expensive  and  may 
drastically  curtail  its  use.  Because  halons  may 
be  taxed  from  the  market  before  sale  and 
acceptable  alternatives  are  available,  N VFC  has 
launched  a  campaign  to  postpone  the  tax 
increase.  NVFC  Legislative  Committee 
Chairman  Larry  Adams  is  targeting  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee-the  Congressional 
committee     with    jurisdiction    over    taxation 


issues.  Adams  drafted  a  letter  asking  the 
Committee  to  postpone  the  tax  increase  and 
NVFC  will  send  the  letter  to  the  1 4  committee 
members. 

In  yet  another  provision  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  is 
required  to  ban  the  nonessential  use  of  any 
class  I  ozone  depleting  substance-as  examples, 
the  Act  includes  CFC-propelled  plastic  party 
streamers  and  CFC-containing  cleaning  fluids 
for  non-commercial  photographic  and  electronic 
equipment.  EPA  has  announced  its  plan  to 
include  residential  halon  fire  extinguishers  as  a 
"nonessential  use."  Congressman  Curt  Wilton 
(R-PA),  in  addition  to  other  members  of 
Congress,  is  working  to  delete  residential  halon 
fire  extinguishers  from  EPA's  proposed 
regulations.  Wilton  notes  that  the  importance 
of  fire  extinguishers  is  clearly  greater  than  party 

Streamers.   IDISPATCH.  National  Volunteer  Fire  Council.  8/91) 


The  following  three  articles  appeared  in  the  June, 
1991  issue  of  SAFETY  NEWS,  from  the  U.S. 
Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission.  We  thought 
you  might  be  interested  in  these  particular 
commentaries. 


EXPLOSION  HAZARD  OF  FIRE 

EXTINGUISHERS 

PROMPTS  AMERICAN 

LAFRANCE  AND 

BECO  RECALL 

WASHINGTON,  DC 


Two  models  of  American  LaFrance  fire 
extinguishers  and  one  model  of  BECO  fire 
extinguishers,  which  were  manufactured  from 
May  1985  through  December  1985,  are  being 
recalled  by  Badger-Powhatan  of  Charlottesville, 
VA  in  cooperation  with  the  U.S.  Consumer 
Product  Safety  Commission  (CPSC). 

The  plastic  valve  and  nozzle  assembly  of 
the  three  models  of  fire  extinguishers  could 
blow  off  with  enough  force  to  cause  serious 
injury,     due    to    a    defect     in    the    threads 


connecting  the  nozzle  assembly  to  the  red 
canister.  Badger-Powhatan  has  received  reports 
of  100  explosion  incidents.  While  there  have 
been  only  three  injuries  reported  by  the 
manufacturer,  there  have  been  several 
incidents  in  which  the  nozzle  assembly  blew  off 
with  sufficient  force  to  imbed  it  in  a  wall  or 
ceiling. 

Approximately  84,000  American  LaFrance 
and  BECO  fire  extinguishers,  models  P-250MA 
and  P-275RA,  are  being  recalled.  The  model 
numbers  and  serial  numbers  of  these  recalled 
extinguishers  are  printed  on  the  canister  label 
and  include  the  following: 

American  LaFrance.  Model  P-250MA  - 
Serial  Numbers:  FS024000  through  FS087500, 
FZ650001  through  FZ656500 

American  LaFrance,  Model  P-275RA- 
Serial  Numbers:  FS834501  through  FS836000, 
FZ638001  through  FZ647500 

BECO.  Model  P-250MA 
Serial      Numbers:      FM947501      through 
FM949500,  FZ78001  through  F2781500 

The  fire  extinguishers  were  sold  nationwide 
in  retail  stores  for  approximately  $9  to  $15 
each,  or  were  installed  by  contractors  and 
manufactures  in  buildings,  boats,  or  mobile 
homes. 

Badger-Powhatan  advises  its  customers  to 
check  all  American  LaFrance  and  BECO  fire 
extinguishers  for  the  model  numbers  and  serial 
numbers  identified  above.  Consumers  are 
cautioned  to  handle  the  fire  extinguisher 
carefully  with  the  nozzle  assembly  pointing  to 
the  ground  and  return  it  to  the  nearest 
authorized  American  LaFrance  or  BECO 
distributor.  For  the  location  of  the  nearest 
distributor,  consumers  may  call  Badger- 
Powhatan  at  1-800-922-3499  Monday  through 
Friday  from  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  (Eastern 
Time). 

A  free  replacement  fire  extinguisher  will  be 
given  to  consumers  by  the  American  LaFrance 
or  BECO  distributor  in  exchange  for  any 
recalled  extinguisher. 

CPSC  learned  of  the  fire  extinguisher 
problem  from  Georgia  Fire  Department 
personnel,  who  reported  five  explosion 
incidents  involving  the  defective  models. 

The  CPSC  is  announcing  this  recall  program 
as  a  part  of  its  mission  to  protect  the  public 
from  unreasonable  risks  of  injury  and  death 


associated  with  consumer  products.  The  CPSC 
is  the  Federal  agency  responsible  for  product 
safety-  Some  15,000  different  kinds  of 
consumer  products  fall  within  the 
Commission's  jurisdiction  and  each  year  these 
products  are  involved  in  an  estimated  29  million 
injuries  and  22,000  deaths. 


THERMOS  TO  REPLACE 
GAS  GRILL  PART 
WASHINGTON,  DC 


The  Thermos  Company,  of  Freeport,  II, 
announced  that,  in  cooperation  with  the  U.S. 
Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  (CPSC), 
it  will  voluntarily  replace  the  regulator  and  hose 
assembly  on  certain  Thermos  brand  gas 
barbecue  grills  because  of  a  possible  fire 
hazard. 

Thermos  said  that  a  small  percentage  of  the 
assembly  units  supplied  by  Marshall  Gas 
Controls,  Inc.,  of  San  Marcos,  TX,  could  leak 
gas  and  cause  a  fire.  Thermos  discovered  the 
potential  leak  on  the  regulator  and  reported  its 
discovery  to  the  CPSC. 

The  leaking  regulators  were  part  of  a  lot 
that  may  have  been  used  to  manufacture 
approximately  1 30,000  Thermos  grills  shipped 
to  various  locations  in  the  United  States 
between  January  24  and  March  22,  1991. 
There  have  been  no  reported  incidents  or 
injuries  involving  the  regulator  on  these  grills. 

Grills  that  may  be  involved  in  this 
replacement  program  have  serial  numbers 
ending  in  either  A1,  B1  or  C1 .  Consumers  can 
find  the  serial  number  by  checking  the  base  of 
their  grill  near  the  wheels  (see  drawing).  Side 
burner  grill  models  and  grills  having  regulators 
with  a  red  inspection  mark  on  top  of  the 
regulator  are  not  affected. 

Consumers  who  have  purchased  an 
affected  model  should  contact  the  Thermos 
Company  at  1  -800-545-0432  and  provide  their 
name  and  address  and  serial  number  of  the 
grill.  A  replacement  regulator  and  hose 
assembly  will  be  shipped  via  overnight  mail  at 
no  charge. 

The  CPSC's  mission  is  to  protect  the  public 
from  unreasonable  risks  of  injury  and  death 
associated  with  consumer  products.  The  CPSC 
is  the  Federal  agency  responsible  for  consumer 


product  safety.  Some  1 5,000  different  kinds  of 
consumer  products  fall  within  the 
Commission's  jurisdiction. 


GENERAL  ELECTRIC 

VOLUNTARILY  RECALLS 

CERTAIN  DRIP  COFFEE  MAKERS 

THAT  MAY  POSE  A  FIRE  HAZARD 

WASHINGTON,  DC 

The  General  Electric  Company  (GE)  in 
cooperation  with  the  U.S.  Consumer  Product 
Safety  Commission  (CPSC),  today  announced 
the  voluntary  recall  of  certain  GE  brand  and 
Universal  brand  drip  coffeemakers 
manufactured  before  April  28,  1 984  which 
present  a  potential  fire  hazard. 

The  company  believes  that  a  fire  hazard 
may  occur  when  a  purchased  thermal  fuse  in 
the  coffee  maker  fails  to  function  as  intended. 
About  nine  million  drip  coffeemakers  fails  to 
function  as  intended.  About  nine  million  drip 
coffeemakers  bearing  the  GE  or  Universal  brand 
name  were  manufactured  between  1976  and 
1984 

GE  has  received  approximately  400  reports 
of  coffeemakers  overheating.  It  has  been 
alleged  recently  that  one  fire  caused  by  a  fuse 
failure  resulted  in  two  fatalities  and  serious 
personal  injury  to  eight  other  people.  GE  has 
received  claims  that  fuse  failures  also  may  have 
been  responsible  for  fires  that  resulted  in  one 
additional  death  and  15  personal  injuries. 
Approximately  375  of  the  claims  involve 
property  damage  ranging  in  value  from  $300  to 
$1.3  million.  As  an  incentive,  GE  is  offering 
owners  $10  for  each  recalled  unit  returned.  A 
$10  check  will  be  mailed  when  a  unit  is 
received  by  GE.  GE  will  give  consumers  with 
recalled  coffeemakers  pre-paid  mailing  cartons. 
In  the  carton  will  be  instructions  that  will  tell 
consumers  how  to  arrange  for  convenient  pick- 
up. This  new  method  of  recall  is  aimed  at 
reducing  consumer  effort  and  increasing  the 
rate  of  return. 

No  units  made  on  or  after  April  28,  1 984 
are  involved  in  this  recall.  To  determine  the 
date  of  manufacture,  check  the  date  code 
number  stamped  on  the  outside  metal  blade  of 
the  electric  plug.  If  the  number  is  418  through 
600,  the  coffee  maker  is  not  involved  in  this 
recall.  Other  GE  brand  and  Universal  brand  drip 
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coffeemakers  which  are  not  involved  in  the 
recall  are: 

Space  Maker  Drip  Coffeemakers  (catalog 
numbers  that  include  the  designations 
SDC1,  SDC2,  and  SDC3) 

Percolators 

Owners  of  a  GE  brand  or  Universal  brand  drip 
coffee  maker  are  asked  to  read  both  the 
catalog  number  on  the  bottom  of  the  unit  and 
the  date  code  stamped  on  the  outside  of  the 
metal  blades  of  the  electric  plug.  If  the  coffee 
maker  is  a  recalled  unit,  consumers  should  call 
toll-free  1  -800-443-9000. 

The  recalled  coffeemakers  are  not 
repairable,  and  owners  should  unplug  the  unit 
and  stop  using  it  immediately.  Consumers  are 
being  asked  to  check  the  automatic  drip 
coffeemakers  at  their  home  or  place  of  work. 

The  CPSC  is  issuing  this  joint  warning  as 
part  of  its  mission  to  protect  the  public  from 
unreasonable  risks  of  injury  and  death 
associated  with  consumer  products.  The  CPSC 
is  the  Federal  agency  responsible  for  consumer 
product  safety. 

IMPORTANT  SAFETY  NOTICE 


Recall  Identification 

Consumers  can  identify  a  recalled  GE  brand  or 
Universal  brand  Automatic  Drip  Coffee  maker 
by  locating  the  catalog  number  on  the  base  of 
the  unit.  The  following  steps  should  be  taken  in 
the  identification  process: 


Step  4:      If  the  catalog  number  listed  on  the 
bottom  of  your  unit  matches  one  of 
the  catalog  numbers  listed  below, 
your  unit  is  being  recalled.  If  it  does 
not,  stope  here.  Your  coffee  maker 

is  not  being  recalled. 

Catalog  Numbers  Being  Recalled:  B1DCM9, 
B2DCM14,  B1DCM18,  B4DCM50,  B1  -3390-0 
(DCM15),  B2DCM9,  B3DCM15,  B2DCM18, 
B5DCM50,  B2-3390-0(DCM15),  B3DCM10, 
B4DCM1 5,  B3DCM20,  B1  -3384-0  (DCM4),B1- 
3387-0  (DCM20),  B4DCM10,  B5DCM15, 
B1DCM50,  B1 3385-0  (DCM10)  B2-3387-0 
(DCM20),  B5DCM10,  B1DCM17,  B2DCM50, 
B2-3385-0  (DCM10),  B1-0018-0(UDCM100) 
B1DCM14,  B2DCM17,  B3DCM50,  B1 -3382-0 
(DCM12),  B2-0018-0  (UDCM100) 

Step  5:      If  a  review  of  the  listed  catalog 

numbers  indicates  that  your  coffee 
maker  is  being  recalled,  do  not  use 
it  or  attempt  to  fix  it.  Please  call 
out  "special"  toll-free  number,  1  -800 
-443-9000,  for  important  information 
about  returning  your  product  and 
regarding  the  $10  rebate  offer. 

When  you  call,  please  have  your 
catalog  number  and  3-digit  date 
code  number  available  to  provide 
to  the  operator  upon  request. 


Step  1 :      Unplug  the  coffee  maker,  empty  any 
water  in  the  unit,  and  remove  the 
carafe. 

Step  2:  Carefully  turn  the  coffee  maker 
upside  down  to  look  at  the 
information  on  the  bottom. 


Step  3:      Read  the  catalog  number  printed  on 
a  paper  label  or  stamped  on  the  side 
of  one  of  the  metal  prongs  of  the 
cord  set  plug. 


FIRE  BREAKS 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  LANDS 

Fire  Management 
Bureau 


Foreetry 
Division 


WILDLAND 
NEWS  &  VIEWS 


CAT  TEAM 

The  Eastern  Land  Office  of  the 
Montana  Departments  recently  organized  a 
CAT  (County  Assistance  Team)  team  to 
serve  as  a  Type  III  overhead  team  on  county 
assist  wildland  fires.  The  makeup  of  the 
team  consists  of  local  fire  department 
members  in  eastern  Montana  and  western 
North  Dakota.  These  firefighters  are 
employed  as  emergency  firefighters  for  the 
state  of  Montana  when  the  local  land  office 
activates  the  system  to  assist  on  a  county  co- 
op fire. 

Because  of  the  location  of  their 
residences,  they  are  able  to  respond  quickly 
to  a  fire  in  eastern  Montana  when  DSL 
assistance  has  been  requested  and  the  land 
office  mobilizes  all  or  part  of  the  team. 

The  ICS  positions  that  are  filled  are 
based  upon  the  incident  complexity  and 
needs.  ICS  positions  that  may  be  filled 
include  the  Incident  Commander, 
Operations,      Planning,      Logistics, 


Information,  Safety,  Division/Group 
supervisors, and  Strike  Team/Task  Force 
Leaders.  The  role  of  the  Finance  Section 
Chief  will  normally  be  filled  by  a  permanent 
DSL  employee  who  is  familiar  with  state 
finance  practices.  While  CAT  team 
members  serve  in  the  capacity  of  these 
positions,  they  are  not  red-carded  or 
qualified  as  part  of  the  National  Wildfire 
Coordinating  Group  qualifications  and 
certifications  program. 

The  CAT  team  was  first  used  this 
season  in  late  August  on  the  Medicine  Rock 
fire  in  Carter  County.  The  fire  covered 
7900  acres  and  involved  personnel  from 
Carter,  Fallon,  and  Custer  Counties,  as  well 
as  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  and 
DSL.  Resources  on  the  fire  included  21 
engines,  3  water  tenders,  2  dozers,  and  1 
helicopter.  At  the  height  of  the  incident  a 
total  of  77  firefighters  were  on  the  scene. 
Experienced  DSL  overhead  were  also 
brought  in  to  serve  as  coaches  for  the  CAT 
team  and  assist  them  in  their  management 
decisions. 

Dwayne  Andrews,  Eastern  Land 
Office  Manager,  was  please  with  the  overall 
performance  of  the  team  on  the  Medicine 
Rock  fire  and  is  looking  forward  to 
additional  use  of  the  team. 
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A  NATIONAL  EVENT 

THE  POWER  OF  POLITICS,  THE 

MEDIA  AND  THE  PUBLIC  TO 

AFFECT  WILDLAND  AND 

URBAN  FIRE  PROTECTION 

PROGRAMS  IN  THE  1990'S 


would  like  to  host  a  class  or  have  members 
attend  a  class  should  contact  their  local  unit 
or  land  office.  Because  of  limited  time  and 
resources,  all  requests  for  training  may  not 
be  immediately  available. 


DSL  &  SMOKE  MANAGEMENT 


Montana  is  proud  to  be  host  for  this 
national  conference.  April  19-22,  1992  are 
the  dates  and  Missoula  is  the  location.  This 
meeting  was  originally  planned  for  the 
Spring  of  1991  but  scheduling  conflicts 
required  that  it  was  delayed  until  next  year. 

America's  foremost  politicians, 
media  experts  and  fire  protection  leaders 
will  share  their  experiences,  opinions,  and 
professional  insight  into  wildland  and  urban 
fire     protection     programs.  Montana 

firefighters  are  encouraged  to  take  advantage 
of  this  program  being  hosted  in  Missoula. 
Registration  and  additional  information  is 
available  through  the  University  of  Montana, 
Center  for  Continuing  Education,  Missoula, 
MT  59812,  telephone  (406)  243-4623  or 
243-2900. 

TRAINING  UPDATE 

Montana  DSL  currently  offers  3 
training  packages  in  the  rural  wildland 
firefighting  program.  They  are  the  Basic 
Wildland  Firefighter,  Intermediate  Wildland 
Firefighter,  and  Wildland  Fire  Multi- 
Resource  Incident  Management.  Local  unit 
and  land  offices  coordinate  the  scheduling  of 
these  classes.    Local  fire  departments  who 


Prescribed  fire  has  served  the 
management  needs  of  a  diverse  group  of 
Montanans  for  many  years.  These  include 
agriculture,  forest,  and  wildlife  managers. 
Controlled  fires  are  used  in  site  preparation, 
hazard  reduction,  and  range  and  wildlife 
habitat  improvement.  While  the  practice  of 
prescribed  burning  has  taken  place  for  many 
years,  public  concern  over  smoke 
management  has  changed.  In  1978,  the 
Montana  State  Airshed  Group  was  formed  ^ 
on  a  voluntary  basis  to  self-regulate  the 
burning  practices  of  it's  members. 

The  group  is  made  up  of  12  agencies 
including  federal,  state,  regulatory  and 
private  organizations.  Ed  Mathews,  DSL 
Prevention  Section  Supervisor,  serves  as  the 
permanent  program  coordinator  for  the 
program.  The  airshed  group  drafts  policies 
and  procedures  for  prescribed  burning  and 
the  coordinator  carries  out  those  guidelines. 

Between  September  1  and  November 
30th  of  each  year,  the  group  monitors  and 
regulates  all  burns  to  be  conducted  by  it's 
members.  On  a  daily  basis,  a  meteorologist 
monitors  weather  conditions  to  insure  that 
current  conditions  provide  for  good  smoke 
dispersion  and  restrictions  are  issued  when  ^ 
they  do  not  exist.    Annually  members  plan 
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4,000  to  6,000  burns  covering  150,000  to 
225,000  acres.  However  only  60%  of  the 
planned  burns  are  conducted  because  of  the 
self-imposed  restrictions.  All  burns  also 
comply  with  all  State  Open  Burning 
Regulations. 

There  are  10  individual  airshed  areas 
within  Montana  with  local  coordinators  that 
volunteer  to  coordinate  the  planned  burns. 
The  northern  part  of  Idaho  has  recently 
joined  the  program,  which  will  help 
coordinate  the  impact  of  smoke  in  Western 
Montana.  This  program  has  been  in  place 
for  over  13  years  with  the  goal  of 
minimizing  the  impact  of  prescribed  fires 
through  an  effective  smoke  management 
program. 


DSL  USE  OF  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  RESOURCES 

Fire  Season  1991,  to  10/8/91 

The  following  figures  reflect  the  use 
of  local  resources  (county  and  private 
contractors)  that  DSL  paid  for  fire 
suppression  services  on  wildfires  in  1991. 
These  figures  do  not  include  numerous  fire 
dispatches  during  the  week  of  October  13th. 

Central  Land  Office 
Helena 
2  Strike  Teams 

Thompson  Creek  (USFS) 
1  Strike  Team 

Harrison  Creek  (USFS) 
4  Single  Engines 

(2     engines     dispatched     to     two 
incidents) 


Eastern  Land  Office 
Miles  City 
1  Strike  Team 
18  Single  Engines 

Northeast  Land  Office 
Lewistown 
1  Strike  Team 

Harrison  Creek  (USFS) 
1  Strike  Team 

Hoover  Springs 

1  Strike  Team 

Sawmill  Gulch   (were  canceled  on 
arrival) 

Northwest  Land  Office 
Kali  spell 
3  Strike  Teams 

Squaw  Creek 
8  Single  Engines 

Southern  Land  Office 
Billings 
7  Strike  Teams 

2  Single  Engines 

Southwest  Land  Office 
Missoula 
2  Strike  Teams 
73  Single  Engines 

(numerous  incidents,  for  initial  and 
extended  attack) 

Total  =  19  Strike  Teams 
105  Single  Engines 
(Total  of  200  Engines  dispatched  and  paid 
for  suppression  use)  Of  these  19  Strike 
Teams,  11  were  hired  for  federal  support 
(USFS,  BIA,  BLM),  5  for  county 
assistance,  and  4  for  DSL  direct  protection. 
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OCTOBER  WILDLAND  FIRES 

It's  not  over  until  it's  over. 
Montana's  wildland  fire  season  is  continuing 
with  the  largest  fires  of  the  year  occurring 
in  October.  Here's  an  update  of  some  of 
the  state's  larger  October  fires. 

Squaw  Creek  Fire 

-  Northwest  Land  Office 

-  DSL  direct  protection 

-  started  10-1 

-  1120  acres 

-  700  firefighters 

-  cost  $1,250,000 

-  Type  II  team  (Gauger) 

Clearwater  Game  Range  Fire 

-  Southwest  Land  Office 

-  DSL  direct  protection 

-  started  10-12 

-  7,800  acres 

-  600  firefighters 

-  costapprox  $1,000,000 

-  Type  I  team  (Hodges) 

South  Blaine  County 

-  Northeast  Land  Office 

-  DSL  county  assist 

-  started  10-16 

-  181,000  acres 


Burnette  Peak 

-  BLM  (Lewistown) 

-  started  10-16 

-  6,300  acres 

-  1011  firefighters 


-  Type  I  Team  (Harbour) 

Sylvanite  Complex 

-  USFS  (Libby) 

-  started  10-16 

-  11,444  acres 

-  864  firefighters 

-  Type  I  team  (Denton) 

Bostwick 

-  USFS  (Bozeman) 

-  started  10-16 

-  1113  acres 

-  407  firefighters 

-  cost  $600,000  to  10-20 

-  Type  I  team  (Meuchel) 

Overwhich  II 
-USFS 

-  started  10-16 

-  1880  acres 

-  299  firefighters 

-  Type  II  team  (Bob  McKee) 

Dearborn 

-  DSL 

-  started  10-16 

-  170  acres 

-  61  firefighters 

-  Type  II  team  (Greene) 

In  addition  to  these  fires,  numerous 
fires  throughout  Montana  were  started  by 
the  high  wind  activity  on  Wednesday, 
October  16th.  Of  the  over  100  reported 
initial  starts,  only  20  escaped  initial  attack 
and  required  extended  attack  action. 
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Fire  Training  School  Section 


Spotting  a  Good  Fire  Officer 

People  who  are  supervised  by  officers  say 
the  good  ones  have  the  following  qualities: 

/  They're  helpful  and  anticipate  the  needs 
and  problems  of  people  who  report  to 
them. 

/  They  don't  just  pretend  to  listen,  they 
really  listen.    They  always  take  the  time 
to  hear  a  person's  concerns,  complaints 
and  ideas. 

/  They  can  answer  most  questions.    When 
they  can't,  they  know  where  to  get  the 
answers  and  they  do  get  those  answers. 

/  They  provide  the  materials  and 
equipment  employees  need  to  do  the  job 
right.   They  try  to  eliminate  things  that 
are  getting  in  the  way  of  doing  good 
work. 

/  They  counsel  people  and  try  to  help 
with  problems,  but  they  aren't  hesitant  to 
get  rid  of  members  who  don't  get  the  job 
done. 

/  They  pitch  in  and  get  their  hands  dirty 
when  necessary. 

/  They  don't  play  favorites  and  are  honest 
all  the  time. 

/  They  ask  for  ideas  before  introducing 
changes.    They  explain  why  things  need 
to  be  changed. 

/  They  treat  members  with  dignity  and 
courtesty  -  even  when  criticizing. 

/  They  are  quick  to  praise. 


Tiller  &  Friends 


Tiller  and  Friends  presented  their  message 
to  the  40  fire  service  personnel  attending 
the  Fire  Safety  Workshop  in  Great  Falls 
on  September  21  and  22.    Along  with  the 
challenge  of  educating  the  public  about  fire 
safety,  comes  the  challenge  of  presenting 
programs  that  will  hold  the  attention  of  the 
audience  long  enough  to  get  the  message 
across. 

Phoenix  fire  fighters  Larry  Nielsen  (Tiller) 
and  Ray  Whitman  (Ranger)  did  just  that. 
Most  of  their  messages  are  delivered 
through  songs  such  as:  "Dial  911," 
"Smoke  Detector  of  Mine,"    "Get  Down, 
Get  Low,  Get  Out."   These  lively  tunes 
and  repetitive  lyrics  make  learning  fun, 
and  the  participants  has  a  great  time. 

Another  big  hit  of  the  Program  were  the 
"Fire  Safety  Puppets."   Billings  fire 
fighters  Pat  Nissen  and  John  Staley  lead 
the  group  with  some  ideas  for  using 
puppets  to  gain  childrens  attention.    All  of 
the  speakers  did  an  outstanding  job. 
Video  tapes  of  the  workshop  are  available 
from  the  Resource  Center. 


There's  one  thing  that  can  be  said  for 
living  in  the  past.    It's  cheaper. 


14 


HOME  INSPECTIONS: 

HAZARDS  OF 
COMBUSTION  HEATING 

by  Robert  Dwyer 
A  three  year  study  by  Northwest  Montana 
Human  Resources,  Inc.  in  Kali  spell 
indicates  that  50%  of  homes  with  major 
combustion  appliances  have  gas  leaks  or 
have  units  producing  unacceptable  amounts 
of  carbon  monoxide.  We  all  know  what 
dangerous  leaking  gas  can  cause  but  let's 
look  at  carbon  monoxide.   This  agency 
has  been  finding  households  that 
experience  health  problems  related  to 
carbon  monoxide.    Carbon  monoxide  gas 
reacts  chemically  with  the  hemoglobin  of 
the  red  blood  cells;  robbing  them  of 
oxygen.   The  degree  of  poisoning  is 
measured  in  terms  of  how  much  blood  is 
saturated  with  carbon  monoxide;  70  to 
80%  is  lethal. 

Those  with  less  severe  exposure  to  carbon 
monoxide  may  experience  headaches, 
dizziness,  nausea,  vomiting  and  physical 
weakness.    Increased  exposure  brings 
shortness  of  breath,  unconsciousness  and 
death.   The  symptoms  come  on  so 
gradually  that  they  may  not  be  noticed 
until  the  victim  is  too  overcome  to 
respond.   The  effects  of  small  amounts  of 
carbon  monoxide  vary  according  to  a 
person's  size,  age  and  activity.    Young 
children  are  vulnerable,  and  the  elderly 
find  it  particularly  difficult  to  recover  from 
the  effects  of  carbon  monoxide  poisoning 
in  the  home. 

Carbon  monoxide  is  given  off  by  the 
incomplete  burning  of  solid,  liquid  or 
gaseous  fuel.    The  risk  is  highest  in  cold 
weather  with  the  increased  use  of  gas  or 
other  fuel  burning  heaters.    Lack  of  proper 
venting  to  the  outside,  illegal  connections 
and  gas  and  stove  pipes  in  poor  repair  can 
result  in  carbon  monoxide  poisoning  in  the 
home. 


Carbon  monoxide  intoxication  produces 
mild  signs  and  symptoms  that  are  often 
mistaken  for  the  flu  until  it's  too  late.   Its 
insidiousness  helps  explain  why  it  causes 
50%  of  the  poison  deaths  in  the  United 
States.    Everyone,  particularly  nurses  and 
other  health  care  workers,  need  the  ability 
to  recognize  carbon  monoxide  poisoning; 
and  to  be  able  to  respond  quickly.    Even 
after  correct  diagnosis  and  prompt 
treatment;  patients  are  sometimes  sent 
back  to  the  hazardous  environment  that 
caused  the  poisoning  in  the  first  place. 

The  problem  of  carbon  monoxide 

accumulation  in  the  homes  may  become 
more  frequent  as  more  people  insulate 
their  homes.   The  more  caulking  and  air 
sealing  techniques  that  are  incorporated, 
the  more  likely  combustion  air  needed  by 
the  appliances  is  reduced  and  carbon 
monoxide  production  is  more  probable. 

Since  carbon  monoxide  is  colorless, 
tasteless  and  an  odorless  product  of 
incomplete  combustion,  how  can  it  be 
properly  diagnosed  in  the  field  without 
properly  calibrated  test  equipment? 
Certainly  there  are  some  things  to  look  for 
in  combustion  systems  like  disconnected 
flue  pipes  or  chimneys  that  would  give 
clues.   A  warm,  moist  movement  of 
combustion  gases  that  might  be  spilling  or 
downdrafting  from  a  water  heater  or 
furnace  can  be  felt  with  the  back  of  your 
hand  at  the  draft  hood  of  an  appliance. 
However,  spillage  of  combustion  gases 
does  not  necessarily  mean  carbon 
monoxide  is  present. 

The  safest  way,  if  suspicions  are  high,  is 
to  have  a  digital  carbon  monoxide 
analyzer  in  your  tool  or  medical  bag. 
With  readings  from  0  to  2,000  parts  per 
million  (PPM),  you  know  immediately  if 
carbon  monoxide  is  contributing  to  the 
emergency  situation. 

Continued  on  Page  16 
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Advisory  Council  Minutes 
The  Council  met  at  the  Fire  Training 
School  on  September  29.   Issues  addressed 
included  Bill  Perrin's  appointment  to  a 
task  force  to  keep  NFPA  informed  on  the 
impact  of  their  actions  on  volunteer  fire 
services. 

The  Council's  recent  planning  activities 
were  discussed  at  length.    Improving  the 
way  FTS  presents  it's  products  were 
discussed  and  a  presentation  on  marketing 
was  made.    The  pending  budget  cuts  were 
talked  about,  but  no  firm  figures  were 
established. 

The  Council  adopted  new  standards  for 
Fire  Fighter  I,  II,  III  and  recommended 
that  Jim  Lofftus,  President;  Montana  Fire 
Districts  Association  be  added  to  the 
Council. 

Another  session  is  scheduled  for  January. 

Council  members  include:  Gary  Mahugh 
(Creston),  Bruce  Suenram  (Missoula), 
Dean  Glover  (Plenty wood) ,  Dick  Seedon 
(Kalispell),  Bill  Perrin  (Stevensville),  Ken 
Bruwelheide  (Bozeman),  Ross  Fitzgerald 
(Power)  and  several  ex  officio  members. 


L  to  R.  Daine  Adamson,  Travis  Sufflebean  and 
Kenny  Pritchett  of  Dillon  enjoyed  the  September  11 
foam  demonstration  by  Stan  Vlahovich  from  the 
Department  of  State  Lands,  even  more  than  the  fire 
fighters  did.    We  wonder  what  their  parents  said? 


Carbon  Monoxide  continued: 

The  following  PPM  %'s  can  be  used  as  a 
guideline: 

9  PPM  -  Maximum  allowable 
concentration  for  short-term  exposure  in  a 
living  area  according  to  the  American 
Society  of  Heating,  Refrigeration  and  Air 
Conditioning  Engineers. 

35  PPM  -  Maximum  for  continuous 
exposure  in  any  8  hour  period  according  to 
Federal  regulations. 

200  PPM  -  Slight  headache,  fatigue, 
dizziness  and  nausea  after  2-3  hours  of 
exposure. 

400  PPM  -  Frontal  headaches  within  1-2 
hours;  life-threatening  after  3  hours  of 
exposure. 

800  PPM  -  Dizziness,  nausea  and 
convulsions  within  45  minutes: 
unconsciousness  within  2  hours,  death 
within  2-3  hours. 

Prevention  is  the  best  way  to  avoid  carbon 
monoxide  poisoning,  but  when  a  gas 
poisoning  accident  occurs,  knowledge  of 
what  to  do  can  quickly  save  a  life.   The 
most  important  need  for  victims  of  carbon 
monoxide  poisoning  is  to  get  fresh  air  into 
the  lungs  as  quickly  as  possible.    Protect 
yourself,  then  take  the  victim  into  the  open 
air,  and  if  they  stop  breathing;  give  mouth 
to  mouth  resuscitation.    Seek  medical  help 
immediately.    For  more  information  on 
this  subject  contact:  Northwest  Montana 
Human  Services,  Inc.;  Weatherization 
Dept.;  Box  1058;  Kalispell,  MT  59903 
(406)  752-6565. 

Graphic  on  carbon  monoxide  in  the  home 
follows  on  the  next  page. 


Speaking  kindly  is  a  grace. 
So  is  listening  kindly. 
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INCOMPLETE  COMBUSTION  PRODUCES  CARBON  MONOXIDE  (CO) 
THERE  IS  EITHER  TOO  MUCH  FUEL  OR  NOT  ENOUGH  PRIMARY  AIR 


FLUE  PIPE  SHOULD  MEET 
LOCAL  CODES  AND  UNIFORM 
MECHANICAL  CODES  PERTAINING 
TO  CLEARANCE.  TERMINATION 
OF  VENT.  VENT  CAPPING 
AND   ROOF   FLASHING. 


CHIMNEY  CONSTRUCTION 
MUST  MEET  BUILDING 
CODE  REQUIREMENTS 
AND  HAVE  AN  APPROVED 
LINER  AND  ROOF 
FLASHING. 


VENT  PIPE  CLEARANCE: 
FOLLOW  UNIFORM 
MECHANICAL  CODE  FOR 
CLEARANCES  FOR 
SINGLE  .  DOUBLE  AND 
TRIPLE  WALL  PIPE. 


FLUE  PIPESHOU 
BE  26  GAUGE  SHEET 
METAL:  AND  AVOID 
UNNECESSARY-BENDS 


FLUE   PIPE   OR  CHIMNEY 
IMPROPERLY  CONNECTED  OR 
DISCONNECTED   OR  WITH  HOLES 
CAN   CAUSE   INSUFFICIENT  "DRAFT 
AND   SEND  COMBUSTION  BY 
PRODUCTS   INTO  THE   HOME. 


COMMON  VENT  OR 
CHIMNEY  USED  FOR 
TWO  OR  MORE  APPLIANCES; 
SMALLER  BTU  INPUT-RATED 
APPLIANCE  SHOULD  BE 
VENTED   HIGHER. 


DO  NOT  USE  COMMON  VENT 
OR  CHIMNEY  TO  COMBINE 
VENTILATION  FOR  GAS.  OIL 
OR  WOOD  BURNING 
APPLIANCES. 


ELBOWS  OR  HORIZONTAL 
RUNS.   CONNECTONSIN 
FLUE  PIPE  SHOULD  BE 
SCREWED  TOGETHER. 


COMBUSTION  AIR  SOURCE: 
FOLLOW  UNIFORM   MECHANICAL 
CODE  TO  DETERMINE  COMBUSTION 
AIR  NEEDS.   PROVIDE  OUTSIDE 
COMBUSTION  AIR  SOURCE  IF  f 

NECESSARY. 
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Tiller  is  assisted  by  Dick  Larson  (Missoula) 
and  Lynn  Stonelake  (Dillon)  in  teaching  "Stop, 
Drop  and  Roll "  at  Fire  Safety  Workshop. 

Volunteer's  in  Transition 
NFPA  recently  hosted  "Volunteer's  in 
Transition."    As  a  result,  the  National 
Volunteer  Fire  Council  will  chair  a 
committee  that  will  advise  NFPA  on 
volunteer  fire  fighting  issues.    Bill  Perrin 
from  Stevensville  was  named  to  this 
committee. 

New  Montana  State  Fire  Chiefs' 
Association  Officers  are:  President  Gary 
Mahugh  (Creston),  1st  Vice-President  Tom 
Taylor  (Glendive),  and  2nd  Vice  - 
President  Steve  Stanhope  (Baker). 

Ray  Miller,  Libby  Volunteer  Fire 
Department,  has  been  appointed  Secretary 
of  the  Montana  Volunteer  Firemens 
Association. 

Caught  by  the  Media 
Doing  it  Right! 
Members  of  the  West  Helena  Valley  Fire 
Department  doing  a  Roof  Vent, 
Independent  Record  September  19. 

Dave  Brandon  of  the  Three  Mile  Volunteer 
Fire  Department  keeping  the  public 
informed  of  department  innovations, 
Stevensville  Star  September  19. 

Leonard  Smith,  Miles  City  Fire 
Department,  keeping  the  public  informed 
of  department  activities  and  cost  savings, 
Miles  Citv  Star  September  20. 


FOR  SALE 

1965  Mack  Aerial,  85  foot  aerial,  V8 
Diesel,  4  person  cab,  $15,000  negotiable, 
Contact  Ski  Demski,  Long  Beach,  Calif. 
(213)  435-1277 


1963  Ford  C0850,  534  Gas  Engine/5 
Speed,  400  Gallon  tank,  750  GPM  pump  - 
pumps  950,  4-2  1/2  discharges,  4  cross 
lays,  1901  Equipment,  2  -  500  watt  quartz 
lights,  built  in  Foam  tank  &  proportioner, 
$11,000  for  details  Contact  Bill  Perrin, 
777-5553  or  777-3937,  Stevensville  Fire 
Fighters  Association;  Box  193; 
Stevensville,  MT  59870 


Yearbook  Scam 
The  Fire  Training  School  has  received 
reports  from  Teton  and  Daniels  Counties 
that  a  solicitor  is  contacting  local 
businesses  regarding  the  publication  of  a 
"Fire  Service  Yearbook."   This  Yearbook 
is  supposed  to  benefit  fire  department 
training  programs.    The  Fire  Training 
School  is  not  aware  of  any  benefit  to  local 
fire  training  programs  or  the  state's 
training  program  from  the  sale  of  such 
advertising.    Please  warn  your  business 
folks  of  this  scam. 


When  you  get  into  a  tight  place  and  it 
seems  that  you  can 't  hold  on  for  a  minute 
longer,  never  give  up;  for  that's  just  the 
place  and  time  that  the  tide  will  turn. 


18 


Court  Upholds  Detector  Suit 
The  Oregon  State  Court  of  Appeals  has 
upheld  a  Union  County  jury's  wrongful 
death  verdict  in  a  1986  fire  death  in 
LaGrande.   The  jury  held  the  landlord  at 
fault  for  renting  a  house  with  a  defective 
wood  stove  installation  and  for  not 
providing  electrical  smoke  detectors 
instead  of  battery  powered  detectors. 
A  college  student  died  in  November  25, 
1986  fire.   The  other  occupants  escaped. 
None  of  them  heard  a  smoke  detector  go 
off.   The  fire  started  in  a  stuffed  chair, 
which  had  been  left  too  close  to  a  wood 
stove.    There  was  evidence  that  a 
functioning  detector  probably  would  have 
awakened  the  sleeping  students  before  one 
of  them  was  finally  aroused  by  the  heat  of 
the  fire.    The  jury  found  the  landlord  in 
violation  of  Oregon's  Residential 
Landloard  and  Tenant  Act.   The  High 
Court  upheld  the  verdict.   The  Act  does 
require  that  a  landlord  maintain  a  dwelling 
unit  in  a  habitable  condition  at  all  times. 
The  plaintiff  alleged  that  the  defendants 
knew  or  should  have  known  that  the 
tenants  made  the  detectors  inoperable  by 
removing  the  batterys,  and  therefore  the 
house  was  not  safe  from  the  hazards  of 
fire.    A  real  estate  broker  for  the 
defendant  testified  that  tenant  removal  of 
batteries  from  alarms  was  an  extensive 
problem.    The  jury  awarded  general 
damages  of  $205,000,  $75,000  for 
emotional  suffering. 

(Oregon  Gated  Wye  Sept. 1991) 

Recruitment  for  Potential 
Adjunct  NFA  Faculty 

The  National  Fire  Academy  is  seeking 
individuals  to  serve  as  adjunct  faculty  for 
its  two  day  "Infection  Control  for 
Emergency  Repsonse  Personnel"  Course. 
Applicants  must  be  an  experienced 
instructor  with  at  least  3  years  emergency 
medical  care  experience.  For  more 
information  contact:  Julie  Davis,  National 
Fire  Academy,  16825  South  Seton  Ave., 
Emmitsburg  MD  21727. 


Courses  Available 

The  National  Fire  Academy  announces  it's 
Volunteer  Incentive  Program  (VIP) 
Courses  for  91-92.    Fire  Command 
Operations  Class  Dates  are:  February  23- 
29,  1992;  July  12-18,  1992;  and  August 
30  -  September  5,  1992.   The  Community 
Fire  Protection  Master  Planning  Class 
Dates  are:  January  19-25,  1992;  March 
22-28,  1992;  and  August  23-29,  1992. 
To  apply,  complete  a  NFA  application  and 
send  to  FTS. 


Dillon  Volunteer  Fire  Department 's  New  Station 

Vehicle  Weight  Exemption 

The  U.S.  House  Committee  on  Public 
Works  and  Transportation  recently 
approved  an  amendment  which  would 
exempt  fire  fighting  apparatus  from  federal 
truck  weight  restrictions  for  at  least  two 
years.    Currently,  Federal  regulations 
restrict  vehicles  which  have  more  than 
24,000  pounds  on  any  one  axle  or  more 
than  34,000  pounds  on  any  tandem  axle 
from  using  many  federal  highways.    The 
bill  is  now  awaiting  floor  vote. 


Nothing  is  as  permanent  as  a  temporary 
tax. 
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FEELING  THE  DOOR  KNOB 


POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 


The  fire  service  has  long  advised  the 
public  to  feel  if  a  door  is  warm  before 
opening  it  when  escaping  from  a  fire. 
While  experience  has  shown  that  this 
sometimes  works,  it  has  never  been 
quantified  or  examined  to  see  which  is  less 
effective  or  could  give  the  wrong  result. 
Two  top  scientists  were  asked  to  analyze 
the  problem  and  comment. 

Their  study  shows  that  the  traditional 
advice  works  for  some  types  of  doors. 
However,  the  insulating  properties  of  solid 
wood  doors  can  delay  the  transmission  of 
heat  for  a  significant  period  during  which 
the  unexposed  side  will  feel  cool  while  a 
dangerous  fire  lurks  on  the  other  side.  If 
you  are  not  sure  of  the  door  type,  feel  the 
door  knob  at  its  base  where  it  joins  the 
door.    A  metal  knob  will  get  hot  in  as 
little  as  one  minute,  faster  than  any  other 
part  of  the  door.   It  will  not  get  as  hot  as 
the  upper  part  of  the  door,  it  should  be 
warm  enough  to  indicate  that  the  other  side 
of  the  door  is  hot. 

With  other  than  insulated  fire  doors,  you 
should  also  smell  or  look  for  smoke  along 
the  upper  edges  of  the  door.   These  may 
not  always  be  reliable  indicators  due  to 
pressure  differences  from  ventilation 
systems,  wind  or  due  to  the  'stack  effect' 
in  tall  buildings.    Fire  doors  are  typically 
sealed  with  gaskets,  further  limiting  the 
passage  of  smoke.    A  more  complete 
analysis  of  this  subject  is  to  be  published 
in  Fire  Engineering  by  Leonard  Cooper 
and  Harold  Nelson.    Fire  safety  educators 
need  to  revise  their  teaching  to  reflect  this 
new  research. 


Extension  Forestry  Specialist,  School  of 
Forestry,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
available  January  1,  1992.   Coordinate  and 
conduct  educational  programs.  For  more 
information  on  this  position,  contact  Bob 
Logan,  School  of  Forestry,  University  of 
Montana,  Missoula,  MT  59801, 
(406)994-6648. 

Haz  Mats  Program  Manager  for  Eugene, 
Oregon.   Salary  $2,783  to  $3,520  per 
month,  apply  before  December.   For  more 
information  contact  Helen  Towle, 
Personnel  Officer,  City  of  Eugene,  777 
Pearl  Street,  Eugene,  OR  97701, 
(503)  687-5422. 

Fire  Chief  Jackson  County  Fire  District 
#3,  35  career  and  55  volunteer  fire 
fighters,  Salary  DOQ.  For  more 
information  contact:  Jackson  County  Fire 
District  #3,  8333  Agate  Road,  White  City, 
OR  97503,  (503)  826-7100. 


Now  /  know  why  you  rarely  see  a  thin 
economist.    It's  because  of  all  those  words 
they  have  to  eat. 


National  Association  of  Emergency 
Vehicle  Technicians  (NAECT)  Formed 

This  new  group's  mission  is  to  promote 
and  support  the  profession  of  emergency 
vehicle  technicians  through  training, 
education  and  legislation. 
For  more  information  write: 

NAEVT 

Box  790 

Hauppauge,  NY  11788 


1991  -  92  TRAINING  SCHEDULE 

It  is  important  to  pre-register  for  each  of  the  following  courses  as  minimum  attendance  has  been  established 
andmust  be  met  or  the  class  will  be  canceled.  NOTE:  (NA-National  Fire  Academy  Field  Course);  (FTS-Fire 
Training  School  located  in  Great  Falls  Vo-Tech  Center;  2100  16th  Avenue  South);  (EMS-Emergency  Medic* 
Services  Bureau,  444-3895);  (DES-Disaster  &  Emergency  Services,  call  444-6963  to  register);  (DOT- 
Department  of  Transportation);  (DSL-Department  of  State  Lands,  call  542-4300  for  info);  (EENET-Emergency 
Education  Network  Satellite  Programs;  Galaxy  6,  Transponder  10). 


DATE        COURSE 


LOCATION 


<• 


November 

5-8 

6 

6 

17-22 

20 

23-24 


Idaho  Fire  &  Arson  Investigators  Seminar 
Training  for  Effective  FF  Performance  6pm- 8pm 
EENET  How  Effective  Is  Your  Fire  Prev  Program 
LEA  Arson  Investigation 

EENET  Clandestine  Drug  Labs  For  1st  Responders 
Ventilation  Tactics 


Post  Falls,  ID 

Satellite  WS5  chl6 

9:00  AM-  1:30  PM 

Bozeman 

9:00  AM- 1:30  PM 

Butte 


December 

4 

4 

5 

11  &  12 

13 


EENET  Infection  Control  For  Fire  Personnel 
Haz  Mats  Awareness  Instructor  Handoff 
Haz  Mats  Awareness  Instructor  Handoff 
EENET  DOT  Haz  Mats  Transportation  Incidents 
Haz  Mats  Awareness  Instructor  Handoff 


9:00  AM 
Kalispell 
Shelby 
9:00  AM 
Billings 


1:30  PM 


2:00  PM 


1992 


January 

4-5 
11-12 


NFA  Fire  Fighter  Safety  &  Survival 
New  Chiefs  Course 


Wolf  Point 
FTS-Great  Falls 


February 

1  -2 
29  -  3/1 


Basic  Photography/Camcorder  Video 

UFC  Sections:  Administrative  &  Life  Safety  Systems 


FTS-Great  Falls 
FTS-Great  Falls 


March 

2-3 
4-5 
April 

4-5 

4-5 

4-5 

25-26 

25-26 

29 


UFC  Article  80:  Hazardous  Materials 

Northwest  Management  Seminar  "Challange  of  90' s" 

NFA  Managing  Company  Tactical  Operations 
NFA  Managing  Company  Tactic  Decision  Making 
Haz  Mat  Incident  Analysis  Instructor  Handoff 
NFA  Managing  Company  Tactic  Decision  Making 
NFA  Managing  Company  Tactic  Decision  Making 
4th  Annual  National  Fire  &  Emergency  Dinner 
(Contact  Karen  Cook  (202)  371-1277) 


FTS-Great  Falls 
Monmouth,  OR 

Florence 
Billings 

FTS-Great  Falls 
Bozeman 
Columbia  Falls 


May 

2  -3 


NFA  Leadership  -  Strategy  for  Success 


FTS-Great  Falls 


June 

15  -  19 


NFPA  Fire  Code  Seminar 


Minneapolis,  MN. 
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*Make  sure  you  register  for  each  course.   Please  register  with  the  various  sponsoring  agencies  noted. 
For  FTS  and  NFA  Courses  use  the  following  form. 

—  REGISTRATION  FORM  — 

Course:  Location/Date:  


Name  Soc  Sec  # 


Address 


Department Daytime  Phone_ 


Return  to:  MSUES  Fire  Training  School;  2100  16th  Avenue  South;  Great  Falls  59405-4997;  Phone:  761-7885 


*Make  sure  you  register  for  each  course.   Please  register  with  the  various  sponsoring  agencies  noted.  For  FTS  and  NFA 
Courses  use  the  following  form. 

—  REGISTRATION  FORM  — 

Course:  Location/Date: 


Name  Soc  Sec  # 


Address 


Department Daytime  Phone_ 


Return  to:  MSUES  Fire  Training  School;  2100  16th  Avenue  South;  Great  Falls  59405-4997;  Phone:  761-7885 

Fire  Guard  Newsletter  Subscripton 

Please  enclose  $8.00  for  6  issues  of  the  Newsletter.    Checks  only  please. 
Name: 


Address: 


City: State: Zip: 

Phone  Number:  ( ) 


Mail  to:  Montana  Fire  Training  School,  2100  16th  Ave.  South,  Great  Falls,  MT  59405 

Fire  Guard  Newsletter  Subscripton 

Please  enclose  $8.00  for  6  issues  of  the  Newsletter.    Checks  only  please. 
Name: 


Address: 


City: State:  Zip: 

Phone  Number:  ( ) 


Mail  to:  Montana  Fire  Training  School,  2100  16th  Ave.  South,  Great  Falls,  MT  59405 
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FIRE  GUARD  NEWSLETTER 
MSUES  Fire  Training  School 

2100  16th  Avenue  South 
Great  Falls,  MT   59405-4997 


I     ) 


BULK  RATE 


J 


